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FAIRHAVEN ESTATE LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
GUIDELINES 

 

The Landscape Design Guidelines have been formulated to guide the site planning 
and landscape design of the individual erven at Fairhaven Estate. 

Fairhaven Estate is currently 50% developed and thus the landscape design 
guidelines have been revised as follows to better suit the environmental conditions. 
These site-specific conditions inform which planting matter survives best and have 
been determined through experience of building and planting gardens here over 
the past few years. 

As a result, a concise document has been prepared to advise new Home Owners 
on what to plant to ensure planting success and to maintain the landscape 
principles or ‘look and feel’ which current residents prize as in keeping with the ethos 
of Fairhaven estate. 

As there are many examples across the estate now of established gardens, photos 
have been used to indicate what is particularly successful and in keeping with how 
the estate landscaping should develop further as there is a ‘sense of place’ 
developing which needs to be built upon and reiterated. This ‘feels right ‘and thus, 
these guidelines would reinforce what is working and indicate some areas which are 
less successful and could do with some re-energisation. 

The Homeowners Association and their controlling Landscape Architects will refer to 
these landscape guidelines to ensure compliance during design and construction 
phases - throughout the prescribed approval process.  

The home owners association will be responsible for the maintenance of all common 
areas and public open spaces, including all hard and soft landscaping and the 
irrigation system falling within these areas, excluding the road verges between the 
stand boundary and the road kerb. 
 
Each homeowner is responsible for the landscaping along the road verge between 
their stand boundary and the road kerb and the maintenance thereof. (this is 
named the ‘street side’ garden below.) 
 
Individual home owners will be responsible for the maintenance of the landscape 
areas within their respective erf boundaries (private garden), and for planting of 
street-trees along their street boundaries where soil conditions allow. 
 

ENVIRONMENT & CONTEXT 

Fairhaven estate is situated midway to the top of s-facing slopes, facing the sea in 
the Helderberg basin. The site can be very windy at times when the southeaster 
blows in summer, and the northwester brings rain in winter. This dries out plants in 
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summer and therefore a suitable water-wise, hardy plant palette is best suited to 
these conditions 

   

SLOPE 

Most of the houses are built on very steep slopes, thus the handling of stormwater 
across the site is paramount to avoid erosion. 

Plants need to have tough root systems  

Smaller trees are advised to allow for good root development before being buffeted 
by the strong winds 

The houses tend to be orientated towards the spectacular views on the south side of 
the house: thus, plants which tolerate the more moist and shadier conditions to be 
selected in this instance. Whereas the streetscape public garden requires a more 
‘dryland’ planting approach predominantly composed of succulents and grasses to 
withstand the predominantly north orientation and stronger heat. 

SOILS 

The site is predominantly composed of large granite extrusions and boulders with an 
underlying clay profile soil. Good coarse compost is needed to break the clay down 
and improve drainage. 

 Where planting is shallow due to rocky soil conditions, plant succulent cuttings and 
small 6 pack plants to soften the hardness of the rock. 

SITE CLEARING 

Areas set out for planting shall be cleared of all building rubble and excess 
vegetative matter. 
 
No burning of garden refuse will be allowed, and no fires will be started without the 
necessary authority of the Fire Officer concerned.  
 
Existing plants and boulders found on site should be incorporated where possible – or 
alternatively translocated to the common areas. Such material should be identified 
and discussed with the controlling landscape architects.  
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All alien invasive vegetation shall be removed from site and disposed of at an 
approved dump site. No alien invasive species can be planted. 
 
Where excavation is required for landscape works, the existing topsoil should be 
removed for later use on site. Any unusable subsoil must be removed to an 
approved dump site. 
 
As parts of the estate are very steep, all necessary precautions must be observed to 
prevent subsidence or erosion. Where large terraces are proposed, specialist 
consultation with a Professionally Registered Landscape Architect or Geo-technical 
engineer may be necessary.  
 
A stormwater management strategy must be included as part of the Landscape 
Plan. As far as possible, stormwater runoff from buildings and paved surfaces must 
be managed within each erf. Stormwater swales, drainage basins or ponds can be 
incorporated as designed landscape elements to facilitate this. These passive 
drainage systems increase groundwater recharge at source, reducing demands on 
engineered stormwater infrastructure, and reducing costs. Existing drainage courses 
should be enhanced and expressed as part of the landscape. 
 
Where impervious water channels are unavoidable, they must be constructed using 
brick or   stone. Precast cement channels are not permissible. 
 

PLANT MATERIAL 

STREET SIDE GARDEN OF ERF 

All plant material to be as indigenous as possible on the street side of the house ie 
the shared streetscape view. Certain plants which are not indigenous but are 
similarly waterwise and in keeping with the predominantly indigenous look will be 
accepted. 

For example: 

 

Pincushions/ Leucospermum make a great indigenous display of colour 
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The lavender is more suited to the private side of the garden, as this area is more tolerant of 
a more Medditteranean look 

The plant choices should be water-wise: suited to the local climate to ensure 
minimal watering during hot, and dry summer months 

  

Aristida junciformis and Gazania spp make an effective and attractive statement 

   

Lomandra tanika is an Australian grass but well suited to our similar climate 
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Bright displays of colour in spring from indigenous vygie plantings 

To avoid large costs where necessary – even the simple planting of Carpobrotus 
edulis cuttings/ sour fig cuttings or a predominantly ground cover plant approach, 
with the odd larger plant creates a vibrant edge, 

   

 No planting of fruit, vegetables or herbs on the public ‘streetscape’ side of 
the house 

 No planting of exotic cacti on the street side of the erf 
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 No conifers/ palms or overly exotic plants on the street side of the erf 

  

 

Duranta sheenas gold is attractive but would be better in the private garden area as it has 
more of an exotic look 

 No planting of lawn on the sidewalk area as the area in the street view was 
intended to be made vibrant by varied textures and colour of plants and 
materials. 

Lawns require more watering than most indigenous plant choices and need to be 
maintained more regularly. Key areas in the private garden can be planted with 
lawn, but not as a sidewalk groundcover. 
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Gravel areas interspersed with plants and strategically placed boulders (preferably 
harvested from site) are encouraged as this is both water wise and in keeping with 
the aesthetic of the estate.  

However, the gravel to plant ratio should not exceed 30% gravel to 70% plants. 

   

If the gravel ration exceeds 30% the overall effect tends to be bland, even if neat. The ideal 
would be to cultivate more diversity and variety by introducing more plants in this instance 

   

Whilst the recent water restrictions and drought may have restricted Homeowners from 
planting their gardens profusely, now it is time to add planting to improve the overall 

aesthetic. 

 No 100% gravel sidewalk/ streetscape areas are allowed. 

   

A combination of gravel and planting is attractive as long as the planting is the most 
dominant and important feature.  

 No expanses of lawn in the streetscape/ along sidewalk area. 
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PRIVATE GARDEN OF ERVEN 

In the private garden -i.e. on the side which does not face the street, it is possible to 
plant a wider variety of Mediterranean and indigenous species. 

For example, lavender is suited to our local climate and thrives in our conditions. 

 

    

    

The planting of herbs, vegetables and fruit trees is acceptable on this side of the 
house. Further Mediterranean planting which suits the dry climate can be planted in 
the private garden – such as roses and other attractive annuals/ perennials. 

The estate does not prescribe a list of plants but expects a water-wise and 
predominantly indigenous palette. Succulents and hardy plants from similar climates 
are tolerated if they are not invasive to the Western cape. 

No plants on the CARA Invasive plants list will be tolerated. 

https://invasives.org.za/files/65/National%20Invasive%20Species%20Legislation/261/C
ARA%20Invasive%20Plant%20Lists%202001.pdf 

TREES 

The estate recommends planting smaller trees to give them a chance to get roots 
down deeper into the soil before battling the windy conditions.  

Due to the presence of underground services within the road reserve, street trees are 
proposed to be planted rather within individual erven – between the property 
boundary and building set-backlines – by each individual homeowner. 

In time, as each erf is developed, the continuity of the streetscape will unfold, and 
as the trees mature, the desired avenue effect will be created. Each homeowner will 
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therefore contribute to this undertaking, by planting trees along the street boundary. 
If underlying soil conditions allow - the planting of 3 x trees per erf is required. This will, 
over time, create shade and shelter and provide an avenue effect. A minimum size 
of 50-70liter tree is acceptable providing it is a good specimen and is staked with at 
least one tree stake to assist with windy conditions. 

However, it is up to the Owner’s discretion to plant a suitable indigenous species: the 
list below has some of the trees which have done well over the years at the estate: 

Olea europaea subsp Africana – Wild Olive 

Ekebergia capensis – Cape Ash 

Harpephyllum caffrum – Wild Plum 

Vachellia xanthophloa – Fever tree 

Erythrina lysistemon/ caffra – Coral tree 

Syzigium cordatum – Water Berry 

Syzigium guineense – Water Pear 

Afrocarpus falcatus – Outeniqua Yellowwod tree 

A deciduous tree may be best for N-facing streetscapes to prevent the loss of sun 
penetration in winter. 

Allow for shade tolerant plant and tree species on the southern side of buildings. 

Screening between erven is recommended: to retain privacy and create ‘green 
boundaries’. There is no prescriptive list for these shrubs other than they must be kept 
neat and maintained between neighbours – no excessive encroachment to the 
neighbour’s property. 

Small tree/ large screening shrub examples: 

Brachylaena discolor – Coastal Silver Oak 

Tarchonanthus camphoratus_ Wild Camphor 

Grewia occidentalis -Cross Berry 

Kiggelaria Africana – Wild Peach 

Tecoma capensis – Cape Honeysuckle 

Searsia crenata - Dune crowberry 



Landscape Design Guidelines                                                                  November 2020 

10 
Verdigris Consulting 

 

The planting of mature indigenous specimen trees is a luxury but can work in these 
very windy conditions as the tree is established enough to withstand the 
environmental conditions if given adequate water to establish. This is up to the 
Owner’s budget and discretion. 

No further exotic tree species to be planted as they do not tolerate the site’s 
environmental conditions well. 

IRRIGATION PRINCIPLES 

The City of Cape Town’s restrictions on irrigation must always be strictly adhered to, 
depending on the Level of restriction being enforced. 
The planting of indigenous and waterwise species is therefore highly recommended 
– so that the least water is wasted in the establishment of gardens. Once the plants 
have been growing for two summers at least, their natural water requirements will 
lessen considerably as a result. 

Landscape installation and implementation should be coordinated with the wet 
winter season wherever possible. 

The use of rainwater harvesting tanks is encouraged to reduce the demand of 
irrigation on potable water sources. Considering the recent water crisis in Cape 
Town, homeowners are encouraged to consider grey water as a source for irrigation. 
Please note that the use of organic soaps and detergents is encouraged should a 
greywater system be implemented to reduce potential damage to plants and soils. 
Greywater may also need to be treated with bacteria to reduce odours, depending 
on the type of system that is employed.  
  
Irrigation materials: 
All irrigation materials shall be commercial grade and shall comply with the  
specifications as set out in this document. 
The Irrigation Sub Contractor/Contractor shall carry out and complete the said 
work under this contract in every respect in conformity with the rules, regulations 
and gazetted South African Government legislation and the codes, rules and 
regulations of the local authority. 
 
Only LIA principal contractor members shall be considered irrigation works. 
 
All irrigation components and materials shall be SABS approved.  
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HARD LANDSCAPING 

Hard landscaping materials must reinforce the landscape design philosophy of 
anchoring the architecture within its mountain context. Robust, natural materials 
such as stone and timber are favoured. Whereas timberwork or stonework may be 
refined in its treatment, its connection to the landscape should be carefully 
considered. For example, edges should be designed to accommodate creeping 
plants that can cascade over the tops of decking or retaining walls. 
 
As far as possible hard landscaping materials, colours, dimensions, and construction 
details should be designed and manufactured to be consistent with the 
architectural specifications outlined in the architectural design guidelines. 

                

Large expanses of paved surfaces are to be avoided except where the access 
becomes an issue. Where possible, the large expanse of driveway is to be 
interrupted by a ‘planting cut-out’ to alleviate the expanse of paving. This provides 
‘interest and diversity’ in the streetscape. 

Extra parking spaces/ storage of trailers or boats: 

It is acceptable that extra parking spaces are required as cars are not allowed to 
park in the street. However, this additional paved surface area should be handled 
as sensitively as possible by providing as much green and softening elements as 
possible. This is achieved by the examples above, 

Grass block paving is to be avoided if it is too overtly visible on a prominent slope. 
Grass areas are better in the private garden space than in the streetscape view. 
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Materials for the paving of pathway, outdoor braai areas, entrance court and 
driveways should conform to following materials already used elsewhere on site:  
 

 
Above:  Precast concrete exposed aggregate interlocking pavers,  
with 6 to 9mm Ø size ‘sandstone’ aggregate finish, laid in herringbone bond pattern. 
 
NOTE: 
For vehicular areas, pavers should be minimum thickness 70mm. 
For steep driveways, interlocking pavers are recommended. 
For pedestrian only areas, 50mm pavers may be permissible. 

WATER FEATURES 

Water features and fountains are to be designed within the character of the estate 
and should be as either ‘architecturally’ integrated elements (e.g. formal reflection 
pools) or to fulfil a ‘natural’ function (wetlands, channels, eco-ponds). Artificial rocks 
and plastic fitting are not permitted.  
              
Water features and fountains can be used to link the internal with the external 
spaces and could contribute to the cooling of external courtyards and verandas. 
 
Backwash from filters must be managed in accordance with Local Authority 
regulations. Water feature pumps must be screened from view. 

NATURAL ELEMENTS: BOULDERS 
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The incorporation of large existing boulders offers constraints to the builder but 
wonderful landscape interest and diversity and is highly encouraged. 

Harvested stone and large boulders from the excavation works lend an authenticity 
to the streetscape. 

STREETSCAPE: FAMILY OF MATERAILS 

The use of sandstone as a stone dressing to a wall or in a gabion basket for retaining 
wall structures is encouraged. It looks neat and the natural stone resonates with the 
use of onsite boulders. 

   

Retaining walls are often necessary due to the steep slopes: neat, plastered walls or 
the use of gabions is encouraged. 
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The use of gum poles is acceptable as an edging element, however if the edge is 
softened by cascading plants/ screening hedge - this look will be softened and 
improved. 

ARTIFICIAL ELEMENTS 

Good quality synthetic turf or fake plants are to be reserved for the private garden 
where sensible and practical. Such as, if a lawn area is too small to be practical for 
regular maintenance or water restrictions inhibit the planting of lawn or hedge 
elements, then it is deemed acceptable. The selected ‘pile’ of the turf should be as 
natural looking as possible: thick and with a few colour elements. 

    

On occasion, the narrow paved areas between boundary walls and house may not 
allow for ease of watering and a screen is required between neighbours – then a 
good quality and authentic ‘fake’ option may be utilised upon approval from the 
Landscape Scrutiny Architect/ HOA. 
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MAINTENANCE 

Each streetscape garden is always to be kept weed-free and presentable to give 
the estate an overall cared-for appearance. Lawn areas are especially prominent 
when untended. Hence, preferring the use of lawn only in the private garden areas. 
Some properties are only used by owners during the summer; in this case a 
maintenance company should keep the streetscape view neat at all times for the 
benefit of the year round residents. 

   

 

LANDSCAPE PLAN SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Designer/ Landscape Architect to forward submission drawings by e‐mail (PDF 
format ‐ max. 1mb per PDF) to Management at : amanda@fairhavenestate.net 
.  
 
The following information must be displayed in the title block or on the drawing: 

- Owners name; 
- Erf number, street address and subject property; 
- Scale (1:250, 1:200, 1:100 or 1:50), bar scale and north point; 
- Name and contact information (telephone number, fax and address) of the 

landscape architect author of the plan; 
- Cadastral boundaries of subject site, area, site dimensions, as well as any 

existing and proposed servitudes; 
- Name and position of abutting streets; 
- Location of existing trees to remain, relocated and/or removed, with their 

botanical names; 
- Location of proposed trees and vegetation, all with their botanical names; 
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- Existing and proposed contours at a minimum of 1m intervals, ground levels, 
finished floor levels and top of boundary wall levels must be shown accurately 
with reference to the same datum as the building plan; 

- All landscaping on levels other than natural ground, e.g. balconies and roof 
gardens; 

- Entrances and windows on the ground floor of the proposed development; 
- Building footprint, basement footprint, and roof overhang of existing and 

proposed buildings; 
- Existing and proposed structures and hard surfaces and structures to be 

retained; 
- Surface materials to be used; 
- Vehicular and pedestrian circulation; 
- Irrigation and drainage in general and for planters; 
- Location of all underground and overhead services (both existing and 

proposed); 
- Management of surface storm water management; 
- Location of all rainwater down pipes, channels and storm water disposal 

pipes; 
- Location and extent of any special site features, such as rocky outcrops, 

channels, fountains, etc; 
- Any existing cultural or heritage resource or features on site; 
- Details of how trees will be staked; 
- Irrigation arrangements, including positions of sleeves and path of irrigation 

network; 
- Sections and details of proposed retaining walls indicating how planting and 

drainage will take place. 
 

 

 

 


